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Mass-Mediated Politics in Modern Latin America 
 

Alfonso Salgado 
 
 
course number: HIST UN3621 
class meets: Tuesday, 4:10-6:00 PM 
classroom: 311 Fayerweather 
course level, type, and credits: undergraduate seminar, 4 points 
instructor: Alfonso Salgado (as3918@columbia.edu) 
instructor’s office: TBA; office hours: Friday, 3-5 PM 
 
 

 
 
 
I. Course Description 

 
This advanced undergraduate seminar offers an introduction to the study of mass media 

and politics in Latin America from the early nineteenth to the late twentieth century. Throughout 
the course, the students will get acquainted with some of the key concepts, problems, and 
methods through which historians and, to a lesser extent, communication scholars have probed 
the relationship between mass media and political power in the region. We will define and 
understand media broadly, but we will focus mainly on printed media, radio, and television. We 
will discuss both breaks and continuities between different media technologies, journalistic 
cultures, and political regimes. Knowledge of Spanish and/or Portuguese is welcome, but not 
mandatory. 
 

 
Relevant texts for this class will be available for purchase at Book Culture (536 112th Street, NY, 
NY). You will also find these texts on reserve at Butler Library. 

- Cane, James. The Fourth Enemy: Journalism and Power in the Making of Peronist 
Argentina, 1930-1955. University Park: Pennsylvania State University Press, 2011. 

- McCann, Bryan. Hello, Hello Brazil: Popular Music in the Making of Modern Brazil. 
Durham: Duke University Press, 2004. 
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- Rama, Angel. The Lettered City. Durham: Duke University Press, 1996. 
- Rivero, Yeidy M. Tuning Out Blackness: Race and Nation in the History of Puerto Rican 

Television. Durham: Duke University Press, 2005. 
- Smith, Benjamin T. The Mexican Press and Civil Society, 1940-1976. Stories from the 

Newsroom, Stories from the Street. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2018. 
All the rest is available at Butler Library or as e-resources through CourseWorks. 
 
 
II. Learning Goals 

 
1. To develop an historically informed understanding of the relationship between political 

power and mass communication in modern Latin America.  
2. To historicize the continuities and transformations brought by different media 

technologies, especially print media, radio, and television broadcasting. 
3. To become conversant in the most important debates in the study of the public sphere, 

media, and journalism in modern Latin America. 
4. To understand periodical publications—often used as primary sources—as historically 

situated artifacts, shaped by specific economic, cultural, and political conditions.  
5. To develop and attain greater media literacy, to both better decode media messages and 

think critically about the structures, ideologies, and power dynamics underpinning such 
messages. 

 
 
III. Assessments and Grading 
 

Attendance and Participation  20% 
First Essay    15% 
Short Response Papers   35% 
Final Paper    30% 

 
Attendance and Participation: Class attendance is mandatory. Active participation and 
engagement with your peers are expected. The grade will be based on attendance and 
participation.  

 
First Essay: The essay should be approximately four to five pages in length (Times New 
Roman, 12-point font, double-spaced). The prompt themes will be provided a few days 
before the due date. The essay will be based on the following book:  

- Rama, Angel. The Lettered City. Durham: Duke University Press, 1996. 
First Essay due date: October 6 

 
Response Papers: Throughout the semester, you will have to submit response papers to 
the week’s readings. Papers should be between 350 and 500 words each. They should 
include assessments or critiques of the readings. They may also raise questions for the 
discussion. You may choose which weeks to submit response papers, but you must write 
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at least 9 by the end of the semester. Response papers have to be submitted in advance, 
via Courseworks. You may submit them up to three hours before the discussion session. 

 
Final Paper: The final assignment is to write a historiographical or research paper of 
between 10 and 15 pages (Times New Roman, 12-point font, double-spaced).  
If you choose to write a historiographical paper, you will have to discuss 7 or more texts 
(at least 3 of them books) by different authors. If you choose to write a research paper, 
you will have to agree on a corpus of sources (whether textual or audiovisual) with the 
instructor.  
You will have to submit a short description of the topic and a list of tentative references 
(in the case of a historiographic paper) or corpus of sources (in the case of a research 
paper) by October 27, on which I will comment and make suggestions. You will also have 
two meetings with the instructor to discuss your progress, one on Friday, November 10 
and the other on Friday, December 8.  
Final Paper due date: December 23. 

 
 
IV. Class Schedule and Required Readings 

 
Week 1 (September 5):  
Introduction to the Course 

No readings assigned for this week. 
 
Week 2 (September 12):  
The Birth of the Public Sphere in Latin America 

- Habermas, “The Public Sphere.” 
- Habermas, The Structural Transformation of the Public Sphere (chapter 2). 
- Zeltsman, Ink under the Fingernails (chapter 1). 
- Soriano, “Public Sphere without a Printing Press.” 

 
Week 3 (September 19):  
Printers, Journalists, and the Problem of Freedom in the 19th Century 

- Zeltsman, “Defining Responsibility.” 
- Piccato, The Tyranny of Opinion (chapter 2). 
- Braga-Pinto, “Journalists, Capoeiras, and the Duel.” 

 
Week 4 (September 26): 
Latin American Newspapers and the Question of Identity 

- Anderson, Imagined Communities (excerpts). 
- López, “The India Bonita Contest.” 
- Andrews, “Afro-World.” 

 
Week 5 (October 3):  
Political Power and the Written Word in Latin America 

- Rama, The Lettered City (full book) 
 

Friday, October 6: Submit the first essay, on Angel Rama’s book. 
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Week 6 (October 10): 
Industrialization, Professionalization, and the Transformation of the Press 

- Chalaby, “Journalism as an Anglo-American Invention.” 
- Cane, The Fourth Enemy (chapter 1). 
- Bernedo and Arriagada, “Los inicios de El Mercurio de Santiago.”  

§ (If you cannot read Spanish, read instead Caimari, “News from around the 
World.”). 

 
Week 7 (October 17):  
Peronist Argentina and the Press 

- Cane, The Fourth Enemy (introduction, chapters 4, 6, 7, and conclusion). 
 
Week 8 (October 24):  
Mexico’s Perfect Dictatorship and the Press 

- Smith, The Mexican Press and Civil Society (introduction, chapters 1, 2, 6, 7, and 
conclusion). 

 
Friday, October 27: Submit a topic proposal and a list of tentative references or 
corpus of sources for your final paper. 

 
Week 9 (October 31):  
Radio, Music, and the Making of a National Culture in Brazil 

- McCann, Hello, Hello Brazil (introduction, chapters 1, 2, 6, and conclusion). 
 

Week 10 (November 7):  
Holiday. No class today! 

 
Friday, November 10: One-to-one meetings, scheduled in advance, to discuss the 
progress made on your final paper. 

 
Week 11 (November 14):  
Radio, Television, and Race in Puerto Rico 

- Rivero, Tuning Out Blackness (introduction, and chapters 1, 2, 4) 
 

Week 12 (November 21):  
Comics and the Dilemma of Capitalist and Imperialist Hegemony 

- Dorfman and Mattelart, How to Read Donald Duck (“apology,” chapters 3 and 5, 
and conclusion) 

- Freeman, “Up, Up and Across” 
 

Week 13 (November 28):  
The Cuban Revolution, Mass Media, and the Cold War 

- Lambe, “The Medium Is the Message” 
- Keller, “The Revolution Will Be Teletyped” 
- McEnaney, Acoustic Properties (excerpts) 
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Week 14 (December 5):  
Picturing Revolution, Counterrevolution, and Democracy 

- Carassai, “The Dark Side of Social Desire.”  
- Milanesio, “Sex and Democracy.” 

 
Friday, December 8: One-to-one meetings, scheduled in advance, to discuss the 
progress made on your final paper. 

 
Friday, December 23: Submit your final paper! 
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Faculty Statement on Academic Integrity 
 

The intellectual venture in which we are all engaged requires of faculty and students alike 
the highest level of personal and academic integrity. As members of an academic community, 
each one of us bears the responsibility to participate in scholarly discourse and research in a 
manner characterized by intellectual honesty and scholarly integrity. 

Scholarship, by its very nature, is an iterative process, with ideas and insights building 
one upon the other. Collaborative scholarship requires the study of other scholars’ work, the free 
discussion of such work, and the explicit acknowledgement of those ideas in any work that 
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inform our own. This exchange of ideas relies upon a mutual trust that sources, opinions, facts, 
and insights will be properly noted and carefully credited. 

In practical terms, this means that, as students, you must be responsible for the full 
citations of others’ ideas in all of your research papers and projects; you must be scrupulously 
honest when taking your examinations; you must always submit your own work and not that of 
another student, scholar, or internet agent. 

Any breach of this intellectual responsibility is a breach of faith with the rest of our 
academic community. It undermines our shared intellectual culture, and it cannot be tolerated. 
Students failing to meet these responsibilities should anticipate being asked to leave Columbia. 
 
 
Disability-Related Accommodations 

 
In order to receive disability-related academic accommodations, students must first be 

registered with Disability Services (DS). More information on the DS registration process is 
available online at www.health.columbia.edu/ods. Faculty must be notified of registered students’ 
accommodations before exam or other accommodations will be provided. Students who have (or 
think they may have) a disability are invited to contact Disability Services for a confidential 
discussion at (212) 854-2388 (Voice/TTY) or by email at disability@columbia.edu. 
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